	
Written Assignment Paper Revision - Step 3: Development of Ideas



Begin by printing the most current edition of your full paper. You need highlighters (blue, pink, yellow, orange.)
Highlight in blue each quotation or paraphrased evidence from the novel.  
Make sure that each time evidence is used it is cited by chapter & page or part, chapter and page.
Where specific evidence from the novel would help, but none appears, place an E in the right margin.  

Is the evidence that is quoted for each point you make relatively equal, or is one point more heavily represented than the other?


If one is more heavily represented, in the margin of your paper identify other evidence that could be added to the weakly supported points.

Is the evidence provided from all parts of the novel, or have you focused too much on a limited section (ignore if your thesis directs a limited focus, e.g., effectiveness of the strategies of the conclusion, links between intro & conclusion, etc.)  If your thesis claims an effect that is only supported by a limited section of the novel, then your argument is harder to accept.

Divide the novel into Begin, Middle and End and label the evidence B/M/or E in the left margin.
Look at the transitions into and out of the supporting evidence.  Place a T in the right margin if transitions into and out of the evidence are still needed.


Are transitions varied?  If transitions are too much the same, select several places where the identical transition is used in successive places and place a VT in the right margin.
Does the writer retell the story or analyze the work?  Remember that your reader is familiar with your text.
Commentary/analysis must be offered explaining the relationship between the evidence selected and the claim each time there is evidence provided.  Highlight all of your analysis in yellow.  If there are places where that commentary/analysis is still needed, place an A in the right margin where it should be added.

Is your analysis effective or is it just a restatement of the evidence? 

Does your analysis illuminate this work for the reader?

Highlight in orange any retellings or restatements that must be changed to true analysis.
Does the writer treat the novel as if the characters, action or setting were real, or does the writer treat the novel and its component pieces as constructs of the author? Usually this is a matter of the phrasing you use.  For example, there is a difference between writing “Raskolnikov feels trapped” and writing “Dostoevsky characterizes Raskolnikov as trapped through the presentation of details and language that might otherwise be used to describe a caged animal.”  (You would obviously then need to provide the specific evidence from the novel.)  The first sentence treats Raskolnikov as real whereas the second depicts Raskolnikov as a creation and shows how the author gives the reader this impression of him.
Highlight in pink any sections that need wording changes to make sure the novel is approached from the perspective of craft rather than viewing the novel as if the characters, action, or setting were real.  
**On the back of this page, reflect on what conclusions can you draw about your paper based on this close reading of your work.  Make needed revisions to your paper and save your paper again by the assigned protocol.
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